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					Abstract

					Studies of Bernard Mandeville by economists and historians of economic thought have focused overwhelmingly on the problem of situating his work within the development of the theory of laissez-faire and evaluating his influence on major figures in the Scottish Enlightenment, especially Adam Smith. This paper explores Mandeville's economic thought through the lens of a very different transition: England's rapid growth following the Glorious Revolution and its gradual eclipse of Dutch economic hegemony. By situating Mandeville within an Anglo-Dutch context and carefully examining his comments on the Dutch in Remark Q of The fable of the bees, the paper shows the manner in which Mandeville's ideas both appropriated lessons from Dutch history and sought to revise ideas about the Dutch current among his English contemporaries. The paper thus sheds new light on core concepts in Mandeville's economic thought and permits exploration of an important moment in the development of political economy.

				
			
			

																																
					
													Author Biography
											

																		
								
																																							Alexander Bick, Princeton University, United States
																	

								
									Alexander Bick is a PhD candidate in history at Princeton University. His current research is on the merchant-scholar Johannes de Laet and the politics of the Dutch West Indies Company in the 1640s.

								

							
															
			
						
		


		

						
										
					
						Downloads
					

						
								
	
							



		
	PDF

	
							


				

						
						
				
					
						Published
					

					
																			2008-12-16
																	

				
							

			
										
					
						
							How to Cite
						

						
							
								
  Bick, A. (2008). Bernard Mandeville and the ’economy’ of the Dutch. Erasmus Journal for Philosophy and Economics, 1(1), 87–106. https://doi.org/10.23941/ejpe.v1i1.9



							

							
								
									More Citation Formats
								
								
										
												
													ACM
												
											
	
												
													ACS
												
											
	
												
													APA
												
											
	
												
													ABNT
												
											
	
												
													Chicago
												
											
	
												
													Harvard
												
											
	
												
													IEEE
												
											
	
												
													MLA
												
											
	
												
													Turabian
												
											
	
												
													Vancouver
												
											


																			
											Download Citation
										

											
													
														
														Endnote/Zotero/Mendeley (RIS)
													
												
	
													
														
														BibTeX
													
												


																	

							

						

					
				

			
										

											
							
								Issue
							

							
								
									Vol. 1 No. 1 (2008): Autumn 2008
								
							

						
					
											
							
								Section
							

							
								Articles
							

						
					
									

			
															
						
			

		

	




	
				






	


									
				
	specialissue

	
		Announcement: Special issue

EJPE invites submissions for a forthcoming special issue on Democratic Economic Planning.  Click here for more information.
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		Mark Blaug Prize

The Mark Blaug Prize for 2020/2021 has been awarded to Malte Dold and Alexa Stanton (Pomona College). Read more about the winners of the 2020/2021 prize.

The 2022/2023 Mark Blaug Prize in philosophy and economics is open for submissions. 
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		Announcement: New section 'Into the Archives'

EJPE is launching a new section in the journal, 'Into the Archives', aimed at popularising—and contextualising—archival work previously unavailable in English or previously unpublished manuscripts written in the English language. Click here for more information.
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