

	

				
						 
	Skip to main content
	Skip to main navigation menu
		Skip to site footer


			

				
					
						Open Menu
					
										
																Erasmus Journal for Philosophy and Economics
										

				


				
				
					
					
						
																					
				
					Current
				
							
	
				
					Archives
				
							
	
				
					About
				
										
									
										About the Journal
									
								
	
									
										Submissions
									
								
	
									
										Editorial Team
									
								
	
									
										Privacy Statement
									
								
	
									
										Contact
									
								


							
	
				
					Announcements
				
							



				

																						
									
										
										Search
									
								

													

					

					
								
				
					Register
				
							
	
				
					Login
				
							



					

				
			

		

						
			
				


			
		
			
				Home
			
			/
		
	
			
				Archives
			
			/
		
	
				
					Vol. 8 No. 2 (2015): Autumn 2015
				
				/
			
	
			
									Articles
							
		



	
		  	 

		
	
		A welfarist critique of social choice theory
	


			
			Interpersonal comparisons in the theory of voting
		

	
	
		

							
					Authors

						
							
								Aki Lehtinen
							
															
									TINT, University of Helsinki, Finland
																	
																				


				
			
																												
						
														DOI:
						

						
							
								https://doi.org/10.23941/ejpe.v8i2.200
							
						
					
							
									
				
										Keywords:
				

				
											economic methodology, 											strategic voting, 											interpersonal comparisons of utility, 											foundations of social choice									
			
			
										
					Abstract

					This paper provides a philosophical critique of social choice theory insofar as it deals with the normative evaluation of voting and voting rules. I will argue that the very method of evaluating voting rules in terms of whether they satisfy various conditions is deeply problematic because introducing strategic behaviour leads to a violation of any condition that makes a difference between voting rules. I also argue that it is legitimate to make interpersonal comparisons of utilities in voting theory. Combining a realistic account of voters’ behaviour with a utilitarian evaluation of the outcomes then leads to the judgment that strategic voting is beneficial. If it is, then Arrow's theorem does not have far-reaching consequences for democracy because one of its conditions is not normatively acceptable.
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