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					Abstract

					The view of Mandeville as a pioneer of laissez-faire is difficult to reconcile with his repeated insistence that private vices were turned into public benefits by the 'dexterous management of the skilful politician'. Even if references to the skilful politician are regarded as shorthand for a legal and institutional framework, there remains the question of whether such a framework is a spontaneous order or the product of purposeful experiment as Mandeville thought? Mandeville warned about the harmful effects of meddling but his complaint was about the actions of fashionable do-gooders rather than government. He understood that the voluntariness of a transaction could be regarded as a defence against complaints of unfairness but he was quick to point out the limitations of voluntariness especially in the market for labour. Mandeville's objective was to teach people what they are not what they should be. He pointed to the strengths of the emerging market system but was not afraid to expose its faults.
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		Announcement: Special issue

EJPE invites submissions for a forthcoming special issue on Democratic Economic Planning.  Click here for more information.
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The Mark Blaug Prize for 2020/2021 has been awarded to Malte Dold and Alexa Stanton (Pomona College). Read more about the winners of the 2020/2021 prize.

The 2022/2023 Mark Blaug Prize in philosophy and economics is open for submissions. 
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EJPE is launching a new section in the journal, 'Into the Archives', aimed at popularising—and contextualising—archival work previously unavailable in English or previously unpublished manuscripts written in the English language. Click here for more information.
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